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The Assembly at a Gave - 


(Continued from last week) 

Strong support given by Francis P. Miller and James A. Millard, 
Jr., to application of the gospel in crucial areas. . . . World Mis- 
sions Board requested to consider study of missions philosophy 
and promotion. .. . Christian Relations report dealing with war 
is strengthened by standing committee and General Assembly. 
.. . Capital punishment study is broadened, non-violent efforts 
to secure full rights and dignity are encouraged, church colleges 
are urged to examine admission policies in the light of the As- 
sembly’s stand calling for no racial discrimination, birth control 
statement is adopted, condemnation of possible Roman Catholic 
presidential candidates is rejected. . . . Specific steps are ap- 
proved for increased joint efforts with UPUSA and hopes and 
prayers for reunion are reaffirmed. . . . Invitation to participate 
in national church in Washington is declined, but joint center 
might be considered. . . . Permanent theological committee to 
be named. . . . National Council of Churches is given strong 
affirmative support. . .. Handbook to the Hymnal will be studied. 
. . . Evangelistic Mission to the Nation given strong support. 
.. . New Women’s Board secretary appeals for cooperation. . . . 
Studies of tranquilizing drugs and possible link between tobacco 
and cancer to be studied. .. . Effort to help embattled ministers 
and churches who support Assembly deliverances is curtailed, 
but permanent committee will report how it is standing “‘sig- 
nificantly behind ministers and congregations who are bearing 
witness in love to the position of the church.” 








Footnote to Ephesians 4:1-16 


HEADLESS 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE PEOPLE to whom Paul wrote 

did not know as much about phy- 
siology as a high school boy would know 
today. Nevertheless when Paul wrote 
them about Christ as the head and the 
church as his body, they knew very well 
in general what was meant. Even very 
ignorant people know that a_ headless 
body is only a carcass. The church with- 
out Christ would be ready for burial. 

Even today, the human brain is prob- 
ably the least known of all areas of the 
body, for obvious reasons. You can un- 
cover the heart and watch it beat but you 
cannot uncover the brain and watch it 
think. For all that, medical science has 
discovered some things about what hap- 
pens to a body when a brain belonging to 
it no longer functions. ‘There are a num- 
ber of organic diseases, actual diseases 
of the nerve tissue of the brain itself, 
which cause the brain to slow down or 
cease operating in a healthy way. When 
a person is attacked by one of these 
diseases, there may be more or less severe 
and distressing mental symptoms; but 
there are also effects on the physical body 
itself. 

Some of these effects can illustrate 
what happens to a church when the con- 
nection with Christ is lost, when he no 
longer is the “unifying center.” This 
illustration cannot be pushed too far, be- 
cause Christ cannot deteriorate as a brain 
or other physical organ can. Neverthe 
less, there are some parallels. 


NE THING that can happen in 

certain brain diseases is a lack of 
muscular co-ordination. The eyes no 
longer focus properly. The patient may 
choke on ordinary food, may lose the 
ability to swallow or to cough. The 
hands cannot pick up what they grope 
for. All muscular movements are awk- 
ward and jerky and unpredictable. 

This sort of thing happens to a Christ- 
less church (if that is not a contradiction 
in terms). If Christ is not at the center, 
the church loses its co-ordination. Just 
as the muscles cannot “get together’ in 
the body of a patient with an injured 
brain, so the members of a church that 
has lost Christ cannot get together. 
Church quarrels become many and vio- 
lent. Things go at sixes and sevens. Va- 
rious organizations in the church become 
jealous of one another. Useless societies 
and classes and committees spring up, 
without any planning together, and with 
no co-ordination of purpose. The head- 
less church may be a busy church, as the 
body of one of these patients in a hospital 
may be in constant motion. But mere 
motion is not necessarily a sign of health. 
The question is: Can all this motion be 
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organized, channeled, directed, unified ? 
If it isn’t and can’t be, you suspect some- 
thing may be wrong, radically wrong; the 
body is not receiving direction from the 
head. 


HIS BRINGS UP a second physical 

effect of lack of control by the brain. 
That is misdirection of energy. There 
are forms of disease in which the patient 
is unable to walk or to hold a spoon; and 
vet will have energy enough for violent 
spasms by day and night. A patient who 
cannot walk a step, owing to breakdown 
of muscular co-ordination, may expend, 
quite without intention, enough energy 
in spasms to have supported a ten-mile 
hike. 

Again the church furnishes a parallel. 
A church body that has stopped taking 
direction from Christ the Head, may de- 
velop a great deal of energy, but most of 
it will be quite useless. Simon Peter, we 
remember, went vigorously after the high 
priest’s servant and cut off his ear. Just 
what good that did nobody knew; Jesus 
apparently thought nothing had been ac- 
complished. Cut Simon Peter off from 
close contact with the Master, and he 
begins to act erratically. So we all do, 
and so does the church. We may even 
put on a lot of busy-work just to conceal 
from ourselves how cut-off we are. But 
we do not deceive God. 


OSS OF NORMAL DIRECTION 

by the brain may result not only in 
lack of muscular co-ordination and in 
violent mis-spendings of energy; it may 
end in a final breakdown of some or all 
vital functions—in short, death. Some 
functions can be made to continue arti- 
ficially for awhile; but eventually so 
many break down that the body fails 
com] letely. 

So the church that has not Christ for 
its head, truly and vitally, is headed for 
death. It may make a great deal of noise, 
but it is meaningless, like the shouts of 
patients in a “disturbed ward.” Its ac- 





YOUTH POINT 4 


The field of world economic de- 
velopment offers a great new fron- 
tier in our generation. It calls 
voung people to adventure to serve 
their fellowmen around the world. 
It provides a constructive outlet for 
young people’s energy, enthusiasm, 
and idealism.—RvutH H. REPLOGLE 
to the House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, speaking for the Religious 
Society of Friends in urging crea- 
tion of a Point Four Youth Corps. 











tivity becomes weaker and weaker, it 
renders less and less service, and it finally 
dies. To be sure, a mortician can keep 
a corpse looking almost alive, for a long 
time. There are likewise ecclesiastica] 
morticians who can keep a dead church 
looking ruddy-cheeked for quite awhile. 
But that only puts off the burial. 


OES A CHURCH ever deliberately 
D cut its connections with Christ? Per- 
haps not, just as no one ever deliberately 
sets out to have a disease. But the process 
of losing connection with our Head 
(which, we repeat, is just as bad, prac- 
tically, as if Christ himself deteriorated), 
can be traced sometimes to definite causes, 
A church can center its attention on it- 
self, a church can let comparative trifles 
take up most of its time; the pulpit can 
deal with trivia, or become an outlet for 
un-Christlike emotionalism, a haven for 
cranks. A church can take its cue and its 
color, in more ways than one, from local 
notions and customs rather than be (as 
Paul put it, Phil. 2) a colony of heaven. 
A church can take the word of the state 
above the Word of God. 

These are danger signs. . . . But al- 
ready someone may be complaining, Isn’t 
this gruesome, all this talk about disease 
and death? Well, it is; but isn’t a dying 
church a gruesome sight? 


NEXT WEEK —Astigmastim, No. 3 
in the series on “Eyes of the Soul.” 


CAMPUS NEWS 


In seeking $2,000,000 for an expansion 
of Howard University’s School of Reli- 
gion in Washington, D. C., Dean Daniel 
G. Gill said, “With new facilities, the 
School of Religion at Howard can help 
substantially to meet the need of at least 
one thousand new Negro clergymen in 
the United States each year.” He ob- 
served that fewer than one hundred Ne- 
gro students are being graduated from 
accredited seminaries in this country 
every year. 





* * aK 

Westminster College (Pa.) will in- 
crease its tuition fee $175 effective in Sep- 
tember to a total of $900. 

* + * 

At Mary Baldwin College (Va.) James 
W. Jackson, Jr., assistant to the president 
and director of development, has been 
named vice-president. Mrs. Gordon Page, 
formerly secretary to Mary Baldwin 
presidents, is now administrative assist- 
ant. Faculty salaries at Mary Baldwin 
next year will average 60°% higher than 
the average of five years ago. 

s*£ * 

Agnes Scott College oversubscribed its 
$75,000 campus campaign goal by 39%, 
reaching $104,600. This is the beginning 
of Agnes Scott’s $4,500,000 75th anni- 
versary development program, culminat- 
ing in 1964. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP | 100th U. S. G. A. Sets Strong 
Christian Relations Tone 





e A RECORD BUDGET of $10,364,583 
has been adopted by the UPUSA Board 
of National Missions for next year... . 
e A PLAN FOR organic union of the Evan- 
gelical United Brethren Church and the 
Methodist Church may be completed in 
two years, it was reported at the recent 
Methodist General Conference in Den- 
ver... . @ THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL 
National Council declined the request of 
Bishop C. C. J. Carpenter of Alabama 
that it reject a church advisory statement 
prepared by staff personnel on racial mat- 
ters which expressed sympathy for anti- 
segregation demonstrations and approved 
“civil disobedience in certain moral 
areas.’ Instead, the Council officially 
endorsed the document and recommended 
it for “serious consideration and study” 
by congregations. e ABOLITION OF 
capital punishment will be urged by the 
Board of Social Missions of the United 
Lutheran Church at the approaching con- 
vention of the church next fall....e¢ IN 
THE CHARLESTON, S. C., area more than 
$1,000,000 has been raised or pledged for 
the establishment of a Southern Baptist 
college there. . . . e THe CoUNCIL OF 
BisHops of the Methodist church regis- 
tered its “vigorous protest” against “‘vi- 
clously false statements” made against 
prominent Protestant churchmen and the 
National and World Councils of Church- 
es... . @ A SpANIsH CATHOLIC noble- 
man (Conde de Balien) has announced 
the formation of an organization whose 
prime aim is the abolition of bull fight- 
ing in his country along with “such 
forms of cruelty as cock fights and pigeon 
shooting competitions.” e THE U.S. 
SUPREME Court has agreed to review 
the constitutionality of Sunday laws in 
Maryland, Massachusetts and Pennsyl- 
vania. A decision is not expected before 
next November or December, at the earl- 
iest. . . . @ THe Metnopist General 
Conference refused by a substantial vote 
to commend the May 10 Look Magazine 
article, “A Protestant View of a Catholic 
for President,” by G. Bromley Oxnam 
and Eugene Carson Blake. . @ Gov- 
ERNOR NELSON ROCKEFELLER of New 
York has signed into law a bill which 
guarantees parochial and private school 
pupils the same free transportation now 
provided for students at public schools. 
Effective for the 1961-62 school year, the 
new measure makes it unnecessary for the 
parents of private and parochial students 
to appeal annually for free transportation, 


SATURDAY, APRIL 30 


(Continued from last week) 

In the afternoon session the Assembly 
continued to handle its work with dis- 
patch. The Book of Church Order, which 
has been subjected to extensive revision 
in recent years, was presented by Dr. 
Millard, the stated clerk, also a member 
of the committee. It was submitted to 
the presbyteries without discussion or dis- 
senting vote. It was understood, however, 
that the committee will make slight edi- 
torial changes in the document. 

Presbyteries will vote separately on the 
Rules of Discipline and on the Form of 
Government. 

At the same time a revised Directory 
for Worship is being sent to the presby- 
teries for study. 

The names of 49 ministers who died 
during the past vear were read by the 
Stated Clerk, following which the As- 
sembly was led in prayer by Edgar A. 
Woods of Lynchburg, Va. 


Judicial Business 

Joseph B. Ledford, Kansas City, Mo., 
brought the report as chairman of the 
committee on Judicial Business. An in- 
quiry from Greenbrier Presbytery raised 
the question as to whether a Presbyterian, 
U. S., minister may accept ordination at 
the same time in a Protestant Episcopal 
church under Canon 36 of that church, 
which would permit it. The committee 
and the Assembly replied that dual or- 
dination is not provided for in the present 
Form of Government and that it is con- 
trary to Presbyterian doctrine. The per- 
manent committee on Inter-Church Re- 
lations, however, was asked to explore 
and report on possible ways in which 
Presbyterian pastors may be able to ren- 
der an acceptable ministry to other con- 
stituencies, “with particular reference to 
the situation which has arisen in the 
Presbytery of Greenbrier.” 

For several vears communications from 
Thomas B. Hoover, a former Presbyte- 
rian, U. S., minister of the Synod of 
South Carolina (now UPUSA in Towa) 
have taken extensive periods of time of 
Assembly commissions and other groups 
with reference to judicial procedures 
which did not conform to Mr. Hoover’s 
desires. The communication this year 
was described as a “demand” made on 
the Assembly to have the synod (of South 


Carolina) “repudiate and apologize for 
an action apparently entirely proper,” as 
it was described by the standing commit- 
tee. The Assembly approved the com- 
mittee’s recommendation that the stated 
clerk be instructed to advise Mr. Hoover 
that no further communications will be 
referred to any committees of the General 
Assembly in regard to this matter. 

In considering the standing committee 
report on the Office of the General As- 
sembly, Warner DuBose, Jr., Elkins, W. 
Va., chairman, the Assembly approved 
the request of the retiring moderator that 
the permanent committee on the Assem- 
bly’s Office be requested to consider and 
report next year on ways in which the 
moderator of the General Assembly can 
be used for the best interests of the church 
and its work at home and abroad. 

Recommendations of the permanent 
committee (OuTLook, April 25) were 
approved as submitted. The agency will 
now be called the Committee on Assem- 
bly Operation. 


Tax Increase 

The per capita tax which is paid by 
congregations through the presbyteries for 
the operation of the General Assembly 
was increased from 21¢ to 27¢ without 
discussion or debate on the floor of the 
Assembly. Long-time observers of As- 
sembly proceedings could not remember 
an occasion when even a one-cent in- 
crease had not been contested. 

The 1962 meeting of the Assembly is 
scheduled for May 10 in Winston-Salem, 
N. C. 

Thomas H. Spence, curator of the His- 
torical Foundation, urged ministers to 
keep a personal register of baptisms, mar- 
riages, deaths and other information to be 
turned over to the Historical Foundation 
at their death. He also called for all 
papers published anywhere within the 
church to be sent to the Historical Foun- 
dation. 

Executive Director John R. Cunning- 
ham of the Presbyterian Foundation, 
Inc., made a plea for what he called the 
“stewardship of accumulated posses- 
sions.”” He reported generous bequests 
that are being made and planned for the 
Foundation and urged support in the 
presbyteries in a definite program in- 
forming Presbyterians of the opportuni- 
ties that are before them in the giving of 








their money for the work of the church. 

Price H. Gwynn, 3d, gave the report 
on Annuities and Relief, with Will Mann 
Richardson, Tyler, Texas, chairman of 
the A&R Board, also speaking. Full par- 
ticipation in the church’s annuity plans 
and in the Group Life and Major Med- 
ical Plan were urged. Mr. Richardson 
declared that in the cases of more than 
50% of the ministers dying since the 
group insurance opportunity was estab- 
lished, the $4,000 insurance was the 
major asset which was left. In many 
cases it was the only physical asset. 

A new comity agreement with the UP- 
USA Board of Pensions was announced 
which is discerned to be more equitable. 

The report on The Presbyterian Sur- 
vey by James Sprunt, Staunton, Va., and 
by DeWitt Reddick of Austin, Texas, 
chairman of the board of directors, show- 
ed substantial growth during the past 
ten to twelve years from a circulation of 
25,000 to more than 228,000 today. The 
staff was commended and plans looking 
toward a greater expansion of circulation 
were approved. 


TRAV Workshops 

Lawrence I. Stell, Charlotte, N. C., 
gave the report on Television, Radio and 
Audio-Visuals (TRAV). Among. sig- 
nificant plans being made by this agency 
scheduling area workshops 
throughout the church designed to help 
ministers, laymen, representatives of col- 
leges, institutions, boards and agencies 
“to improve the methods and techniques 
best used in these electronic media for 
the communication of the gospel.” 


is one 


The standing committee on the Min- 
ister and His Work reported through 
Marc C. Weersing, Spartanburg, S. C., 
and the Assembly approved the recom- 
mendation of the permanent committee 
certifying that the expenses of moving 
a minister with his family and goods are 
a church expense and should be so recog- 
nized by the calling congregation and/or 
church agency and should be provided 
with any call to a new field of duty. This 
question arose in view of Internal Rev- 
enue assessments of taxes on funds pro- 
vided ministers for this purpose. 


Colombia Resolution 

World Missions, presented by John H. 
McKinnon, Knoxville, Tenn., brought 
the first discussion of any consequence 
related to the standing committee reports. 
It came in connection with a resolution 
expressing “dismay and deep concern” 
over continued persecution and mistreat- 
ment of Protestants in the Republic of 
Colombia. The people and government 
of that country were called upon “to hon- 
or the principles of religious freedom and 
tolerance which are expressed in their 
own constitution and generally 
nized among the peoples of the world.” 


recog- 


Chief point of discussion dealt with 
disposition of the resolution—whether to 


4 


be directed to the government of Colom- 
bia, particularly since the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., has no work there, or to 
send it to the Committee on Cooperation 
in Latin America to be combined with 
similar statements from other‘ church 
bodies. The latter course was followed. 
Some amusement was brought to the floor 
of the Assembly after objections were 
voiced in regard to sending the resolu- 
tion to the National Council of Churches 
and to the Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America. The desire was expressed 
to vote on the agencies separately as me- 
dia through which the resolution should 
be sent. It was not explained on the floor 
of the Assembly that they could not pos- 
sibly be divided because the NCC and 
the CCLA are identical, with the latter 
committee being the agency of the NCC 
for its work in relationship to missionary 
work in Latin American countries. 

Cordial greetings were extended the 
new Presbyterian Church in the Congo— 
the Church of Christ in the Kasai, and 
plans are being considered for the send- 
ing of a fraternal delegate at the next 
meeting in the Congo. 


Mexican Church 


Major emphasis in regard to World 
Missions business had to do with the 
National Presbyterian Church of Mex- 
ico, whose General Assembly and fra- 
ternal delegate had made it clear in mes- 
sages to the General Assembly that this 
church body desired to be treated on an 
equal basis as an autonomous body. The 
committee recommended and the Assem- 
bly approved the following response: 

“The General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. assures its 
brethren of the General Assembly of the 
National Presbyterian Church of Mexico 
that it has received this communication 
with full respect and gratitude and obli- 


By Two UPUSA Nominees 


gates itself to seek every means by which 
our comradeship in serving Christ in Mex. 
ico can be rendered most effective and 
which will enrich the fraternal relations 
which have existed over the years between 
our churches.” 

It also named the stated clerk and the 
chairman of the Board of World Mis- 
sions (William M. Elliott, Jr.) “to serve 
on a committee with representatives of 
the National Presbyterian Church of 
Mexico and other churches working in 
Mexico for the purpose of exploring ways 
by which relations among the churches 
may most effectively prosper our joint en- 
deavors to extend and intensify the wit- 
ness of the gospel in Mexico.”’ 

On the issue of operating policies in 
Mexico, the question was asked from the 
floor, ‘‘Do we now operate in relation to 
the church in Mexico as if it were a sov- 
ereign, autonomous body ?” 

The executive secretary of the Board, 
C. Darby Fulton, replied, “Yes. The 
church was recognized first at the time of 
its organization in 1947. In 1953 our 
General Assembly reiterated this recog- 
nition in terms of the abrogation of the 
Cincinnati Plan, which was distasteful to 
the church in Mexico. The Inter-Church 
Relations report shows that a fraternal 
delegate was sent to the Mexican General 
Assembly.” 

Next it was asked, “Do our agencies 
and boards in Mexico operate as if the 
Mexican church were autonomous? Is 
it asking for something that it already 
has?” 

Dr. Fulton replied, “The Mission has 
nothing whatever to do with the Mexican 
church in policies or operation. The 
Mission works as a task force. It works 
with the National Church only where it 
asks for help or funds.” 

The Assembly's business was stopped 
at this point for a recess over the week- 


A Joint Statement 


We believe that all men are created 
by God as equals in his sight and are 
called by him to sonship and brotherhood 
through Christ. 

We believe that the church is God’s 
ordained institution for making his will 
known to the world. 

We are committed to the ideal of ‘a 
non-segregated church in a_ non-segre- 
gated society,” which by repeated actions 
of the General Assembly is the policy of 
the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. 

We commend the General Assembly 
pronouncements on race relations to the 
praverful consideration of our churches, 


NOTE—This statement was issued by the 
two men who have been mentioned as nom- 
inees fcr Moderator of the Cleveland As- 
sembly (May 18-25). Dr. Hawkins is from 
New York City, Dr. Turner is from Atlanta, 
Ga. 


urging that Christian people study them 
in the light of the teachings of our Lord, 
so that we may witness better to the 
brotherhood that was witnessed to us and 
established among us by Jesus Christ. 
We suggest that the very nature of our 
times lays a special urgency upon us all 
to find the oneness we have in Christ, and 
within the framework of his love we must 
work diligently to secure equal oppor- 
tunity so that brotherhood may be real- 
ized among Christians and in the larger 
community. In the fellowship of Chris- 
tian belief, sharing a common joy in the 
Creator who has given us all a dignity 
that must be commonly honored, let us 
move into the arenas of society to par- 
ticipate in the redemptive work of our 
faith. 
EpLER G. HAWKINS 
HERMAN L. TURNER 
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end. The program Saturday evening fea- 
tured church vocations—the need for 
more workers in this field and the avail- 
ability of training. President Charles E. 
S Kraemer of the Presbyterian School 
of Christian Education presided and con- 
ducted a discussion carried on between 
five young people from Jacksonville 
Presbyterian churches and Henry W. 
Quinius, Austin Seminary faculty; Wade 
H. Huie, Columbia Seminary faculty; 
President Frank H. Caldwell of Louis- 
ville Seminary, and President James A. 
Jones of Union Seminary in Virginia. 

’ President William H. Kadel of the 
new Florida Presbyterian College was 
also called upon to make a statement on 
behalf of church colleges. 


SUNDAY, MAY 1 


A full day was provided for commis- 
sioners on Sunday with the Assembly 
communion service celebrated at the First 
church, the stated clerk inducted into 
office and preaching at the Riverside 
church, Francis P. Miller, Charlottes- 
ville, Va., speaking in the early afternoon 
on “The Christian’s Service in the 
World.” and closing the day with the 
World Missions emphasis that evening. 
At the latter service Paul B. Freeland 
stressed the needs and_ opportunities 
through Overseas Relief and _ Inter- 
Church Aid and Executive Secretary 
C. Darby Fulton reported on the develop- 
ing, critical situation in Africa. 

Albert J. Kissling of the Riverside 
church, the host pastor, preached at the 
communion service in the First church. 
What Difference? 

In his address Colonel Miller asked: 

“What difference does it make that I 
am by faith a citizen of the kingdom of 
God? Does it make any difference in the 
kind of American I am? Does it make any 
difference in the kind of business man I 
am? Does it make any difference in the 
kind of Virginian I am? Does it make any 
difference in the kind of white man I am? 
Does it make any difference in the kind 
of Democrat I am? Well, if it does not, 
then Francis Miller is a fraud. Does it 
make any difference in the kind of person 
you are? Just what difference does it 
make?. ... 

“Our service as citizens of the kingdom 
in our own community consists in setting 
standards of conduct in public and private 
affairs that reflect the laws of the king- 
dom. This means speaking the truth. A 
Christian can never bear false witness. 

“It may seem odd that I have included 
this admonition in an address to the Gen- 
eral Assembly. However, on several oc- 
casions in recent years I have been ap- 
palled by the spectacle of ruling elders 
bearing false witness against their fellow- 
Christians in public debate regarding 
major church policies, and then maintain- 
ing their status as elders without public 
confession or repentance... . 

“The most urgent call I can think of 
at the present moment is the call for 
citizens of the kingdom with a sense of 
vocation to participate actively in the 
Political affairs of our beloved South- 
land... 

“Above all, our citizenship in the king- 
dom requires us to serve in that most diffi- 
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cult of all areas—the area of group rela- 
tions. There is a dark shadow over our 
land which haunts us every hour. It is 
not for me to tell you in specific terms how 
you are to act in your community, but it 
is for you and me to remind each other 
that we must act insofar as we can, as 
citizens of the kingdom of God. This 
means: 

“1. That we must respect the law of the 
land unless it is contrary to the law of 
the kingdom. 

“2. That each one of us has a responsi- 
bility to create in his own community, an 
atmosphere favorable to compliance with 
the law, particularly in areas where crises 
impend. 

“3. That as Christian leaders it is our 
responsibility to maintain friendly con- 
tact with Negro leaders in our local 
communities insofar as that is possible. . . 

“T am well aware that the call to serve 
as citizens of the kingdom is a call to 
dangerous living. Most of us are not 
prepared for it. Laymen like myself des- 
perately stand in need of help. We ask 
our church, its ministers, its church schol- 
ars, its educational programs, its men’s 
work, its women’s work, we ask all the 
agencies of our church to help us under- 
stand more clearly what is involved in 
trying to live as citizens of the kingdom 
in days like these... .” 


Mr. Freeland told of far-reaching ben- 
efits that can be realized by cash con- 
tributions to the Church World Service 
Share-Our-Surplus program. Last year 
346,000,000 pounds of food were sent 
to 35 countries at a cost of $878,000, or 
434 pounds for each $1 of cost. 


MONDAY, MAY 2 
At the beginning of the morning ses- 
sion, following worship led by Thomas 


Sproul, Asheville, N. C., the moderator, 
Dr. Boggs, pointed out to the commis- 
sioners that reports dealing with matters 
on which there would be differences of 
opinion were in prospect and he urged 
mutual consideration and goodwill dur- 
ing the discussion of these reports. 

The docket was resumed with the 
World Missions report carried over from 
Saturday. An overture from Central 
Texas had requested appointment of an 
ad interim committee “to study the whole 
philosophy of World Missions and to 
report to the 1961 General Assembly 
concerning its findings along with rec- 
ommendations to strengthen our witness 
to the world.” The standing committee 
recommended a negative answer, joined 
with an expression of “full and complete 
confidence in our Board of World Mis- 
sions,” while it suggested that the Board 
give the overture “its careful and thor- 
ough study and consideration in the light 
of the rapidly changing missionary situ- 
ation around the world.” 


Thompson Resolution 


Dr. Thompson, the retiring moderator, 
then proposed as a substitute: 


“That our Board of World Missions con- 
sider and report to the next General As- 
sembly on the advisability of the Board 
itself appointing a committee, including 
personnel from overseas and from other 
bodies than our own, which shall study 
and report on the philosophy and promo- 
tion of World Missions in the light of the 
rapidly changing missionary situation 
around the world as described in Overture 
24 to the 1960 General Assembly.” 





is a heterodox notion. 


this church’s constitution. 


the social order. 


Presbyterian, U. S., General Assembly. 





IN THE WORLD 


By JAMES A. MILLARD, Jr. 


Any doctrine of the ‘’spirituality of the church” which tries to di- 
vorce the church from her responsibility for the order of the world 


From Calvin and the Reformation time, the Reformed churches 
have discerned a clear line of distinction between the church and 
the power of the state. But they have never disavowed the respon- 
sibility of the church in the social order. 

In this communion ministers and other church officers have af- 
firmed their sincere reception of orthodox doctrines as set forth in 
This constitution affirms the ‘power’ 
(and a “‘power”’ is not a thing merely to have; it is a thing to 
exercise)—the “power’’ which becomes the duty of the church by 
her high court “‘to bear testimony against error in doctrine and im- 
morality in practice, injuriously affecting the church (Form of Gov- 
ernment, par. 90)’; for to recommend measures for the promotion 
of charity, truth, and holiness through the churches under its care 
(F. G. par. 90)’ and even to “intermeddle with civil affairs which 
concern the commonwealth . . . by way of humble petition in cases 
extraordinary (Confession of Faith, XXXIII, ff).““ As to what con- 
stitutes such “cases extraordinary,”’ the church, listening for the word 
of her Lord, is left to be the judge. 

This—and this alone—is an orthodox doctrine of the ‘‘spirituality 
of the church” among us. And it does not make us to be “not of the 
world” by divorcing the church from her responsibility in and for 


From the sermon following induction into office of the new Stated Clerk of the 














This was supported by William H. 
Crane, missionary to the Belgian Congo, 
who described a “widespread feeling that 
in many ways we still cling to a .19th 
century attitude toward other people and 
cultures.”’ He said the request for study 
reflects no lack of confidence. Many de- 
nominations are engaged in just such 
studies. The Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
is the only one working in the Congo 
where the Mission maintains a power 
structure with annual mission meetings. 
In other cases Missions have been dis- 
solved and there is one body incorporat- 
ing the church and the mission. 

When a spokesman for the Board was 
requested to describe what it is doing, 
James A. Jones, a member, said he felt 
certain the Board would not object to 
the resolution proposed, that it is con- 
stantly dealing with the kind of inves- 
tigations that are suggested. Decisions 
are being made in relation to fields and it 
is considered unwise to make policies that 
would be required to apply alike to all 
situations. The study proposed would be 
gladly undertaken. A part of the prob- 
lem, however, rests upon the fact that a 
great segment of the church really doesn’t 
believe that the world is in a revolution, 
as the Board has long been insisting. If 
it did, it would provide more resources 
in order to meet the present needs. 

The Assembly approved the resolution 
looking toward the study by a voice vote. 


R. C. for President 

Charles G. McClure, Ft. Lauderdale 
pastor, proposed a resolution to put the 
church on record in opposition to a Ro- 
man Catholic who might be nominated 
for president. This was referred to the 
standing committee on Christian Rela- 
tions for report later in the day. 

William H. Kadel, St. Petersburg, 
Fla., offered a resolution designed to 
provide support for ministers who are 
subjected to pressures because of their 
support of declarations of the General 
Assembly. It was placed in the hands 
of the standing committee on the Min- 
ister and His Work, with a report late 
Monday evening. 


Christian Relations 

Neil O. Davis, Auburn, Ala., next 
reported on Christian Relations, which 
he said was a unanimous report except 
on two matters, with four negative votes 
on one and one on the other. Major dis- 
cussion of this report revolved about the 
following paragraph, which the standing 
committee had added: 

“The perfecting of the atom bomb 
provided us with a diabolically efficient 
instrument for waging war by the exter- 
mination of large sections of the civilian 
population. Although seemingly the war’s 
outcome was not in doubt, we dropped 
this bomb on two Japanese cities, imme- 
diately killing more than 100,000 men, 
women and children and adversely affect- 
ing thousands of others, including unborn 
generations. Even before Soviet Russia 
possessed the atomic bomb we relied prin- 
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cipally upon the threat of massive nuclear 
retaliation rather than upon the conven- 
tional weapons of war, in pursuant of the 
policy of containment. And we have con- 
tinued to endanger others by continued 
tests. Thus, the ancient problems which 
war has always thrust upon Christians 
down through the ages confront the 
church in our generation in an entirely 
new dimension.” 

Efforts were made to amend the para- 
graph so as to make it acceptable. Presi- 
dent Louis C. LaMotte, Presbyterian 
Junior College, sought to insert with 
reference to the dropping of the bomb in 
Japan, “Although it may have seemed 
a means of saving the lives of American 
soldiers and hastening the war’s end, yet 
the fact remains that we dropped this 
bomb on two Japanese cities. . . .” Then 
efforts were begun, finally successful, to 
eliminate the entire paragraph. B. F. 
Hall, Wilmington, N. C., supported the 
statement, expressing the conviction that 
the conscience of Christian America is 
sensitive to this matter or should be, and 
if it is not, the rest of the world is. He 
described the new dimension in nuclear 
warfare which has been ushered in, moral 
considerations are tied up in such war- 
fare and must be called to the attention 
of our people. 

In an impassioned appeal, John E. 
McLean, Palestine, Texas, pastor, urged 
that the paragraph be stricken. He said 
he had a boy in the assault on Japan. 
He did not want to be there. The thing 





BLOOMFIELD COLLEGE 
WINS ACCREDITATION 


BLOOMFIELD, N.J. (RNs)—Bloomfield 
College and Seminary here, which has 
been fighting to remain open for some 
15 years, has been accredited for the first 
time by the Middle Atlantic States Asso- 
ciation of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. 

In announcing the action, Lester H. 
Clee, acting president, hailed the ac- 
creditation as assuring the school of con- 
tinued growth. 

Both college and seminary, sponsored 
by the New Jersey Synod of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, have been 
carrying on an extensive expansion pro- 
gram. 

The seminary, however, has not been 
accredited by the American Association 
of Theological Schools. This was hinged 
on the accreditation of the college by the 
Middle Atlantic Association, which has 
now acted favorably. 

Bloomfield Seminary was founded in 
1868 and in 1926 Bloomfield College was 
established formally as an independent 
division of the theological school. 

A number of times the Presbyterian 
General Assembly has considered the 
seminary’s affiliation with the denomina- 
tion. In 1957 the Assembly voted to keep 
the seminary as a church institution, but 
gave it the status of ‘“‘associate.”’ 


that took him there was Pearl Harbor. 
Dropping of the bomb enabled him to 
come home alive. If this paragraph js 
left in he will feel that we have let him 
down and he may withdraw from the 
Presbyterian Church and from all other 
churches. We dare not let these boys 
down who went through hell for our 
sakes. 

Chaplain H. B. Foran of England Air 
Force Base, La., said the proposed state- 
ment seems to assume that we in the 
church are experts in military strategy, 
Many lives of Americans and Japanese, 
he said, were saved by the dropping of 
the bombs and we should not take a kick 
at the men who were involved. Horace 
L. Villee, Columbus, Miss, said he want- 
ed to support the chaplain and call the 
question. The paragraph was removed 
by a vote of 310-99. 


Additions Are Made 

The Assembly approved additions by 
the standing committee to the report of 
the permanent committee. Among them 
were these: 


“In one sense our situation is like that 
of the Christians of all ages before us 
who have faced the task of being faithful 
to the church’s mission in the midst of 
conflict and strife. In another and vital 
sense, however, our situation is unique. 
For we confront the fact that the develop- 
ment of weapons has now placed in hu- 
man hands the means of annihilating civ- 
ilization, if not, indeed, man himself, 
[Stricken paragraph appeared here.]. . . 

“We confess our involvement directly 
or indirectly as Christians in the past 
destruction of human life in war and our 
dependence upon God’s grace as we seek 
to find workable and realistic solutions 
to the present world crisis. Over-simpli- 
fication or under-estimation of the exist- 
ing problems can be neither constructive 
nor justifiable. 

“Christians the world over should work 
with every means at their disposal to pre- 
vent war. They must pray for the ultimate 
worldwide abolition of nuclear weapons, 
and, indeed of all means of warfare in- 
volving mass destruction. This is not to 
say, however, that Christians in the 
United States should advocate that this 
nation abandon unilaterally its nuclear 
armaments. Given the present context of 
power, our nation has grave responsibili- 
ties to discharge in the protection of its 
allies and all free nations, and indeed, in 
the building of a just international order. 
Such unilateral action would constitute an 
abdication of these responsibilities. Chris- 
tians can and should, however, do every- 
thing in their power to support the efforts 
of the leaders of this nation to conclude 
international agreements for the termina- 
tion of nuclear weapons tests, and for the 
establishments of international controls 
over all aspects of the nuclear arms race, 
moving toward the goal of a warless world 
in which nuclear power would be used 
solely for constructive purposes.” 


The study on capital punishment, now 
in the hands of the permanent commit- 
tee on Christian Relations, was expanded 
so as to include “not only explicit Bib- 
lical materials, but also the cumulative 
experience of man in his attempt to ex- 
press the spirit of Christ in the main- 
tenance of law and order while seeking 
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also, through institutions of justice, to 
rehabilitate criminals and to mediate 
God’s redemption in Christ to all men.” 


Sit-In Demonstrations 

The Assembly also adopted unani- 
mously this resolution of the committee 
which, while not discussed or debated, 
was recognized as related to current dem- 
onstrations protesting segregation: 

“Taking cognizance of the courageous 
efforts on the part of underprivileged peo- 
ples throughout the world to secure those 
blessings of freedom which they cherish 
for themselves and their children, aware 
of the widespread efforts of worthy citi- 
zens in our own nation to secure these 
blessings through non-violent means; and 
affirming that the Christian faith recog- 
nizes the dignity of every human being 
and encourages the concept of life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness for all peo- 
ples, the Assembly strongly urges laymen 
and ministers, as Christian citizens, to 
redouble their efforts to right the wrongs 
presently suffered by individuals and 
groups because of race, creed, or nation- 
ality, and to confront seriously their com- 
mitment to Jesus Christ in all of life; 
and engage in prayer to God for his for- 
giveness of the involvement of the church 
in the injustices of our day, and for guid- 
ance, courage, and strength to meet the 
challenge of these critical days according 
to his will.” 

In response to a Potomac Presbytery 
overture dealing with the Christian un- 
derstanding of responsible and planned 
parenthood, the standing committee and 
the Assembly unanimously referred to 
the Westminster Confession of Faith 
(Article 22, Section 2) dealing with free- 
dom of conscience, took from the “Mes- 
sage to the Nation” by the U. S. and 
UPUSA Moderators committee the entire 
section on ‘Marriage and the Home” 
(OuTLOoK, May 9, page 8), and re- 
quested the permanent committee on 
Christian Relations “to give serious study 
within this next year to the area of mar- 
riage and family relations, with special 
attention to pre-marital sexual relations, 
the economic factors in family planning, 
pornographic literature, sterilization of 
the criminally insane, etc.” 

Also approved unanimously was a res- 
olution expressing “unequivocal condem- 
nation of the forces and agencies that are 
undermining the morals of youth.” In 
this connection Christian business men 
were called upon “to examine their ad- 
vertising programs to assure their being 
morally and spiritually sound,’ and 
adults were urged to set an example of 
purity before children and young people. 


Note to Colleges 

Potomac Presbytery had overtured the 
Assembly to issue a reminder to boards 
of trustees of Presbyterian institutions 
calling their attention to the 1954 As- 
sembly action encouraging desegregation 
in admission policies. The committee, 
and after some debate, the Assembly, ap- 
proved an affirmative answer for these 
reasons: 
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“1. That the 1954 General Assembly 
reached this decision after due delibera- 
tion in its effort to fulfill its role to seek 
the mind of Christ on this difficult issue; 

“2. That many synods and institutions 
have not acted on this matter or have 
taken contrary actions; 

“3. That our mission work in Africa 
and elsewhere is seriously handicapped 
by our inability to educate potential na- 


tive leaders in Presbyterian, U. S., col- 
leges whereas scholarships are provided 
for them behind the Iron Curtain without 
racial discrimination; and 

“4. That the current situation impera- 
tively calls for a strong and urgent re- 
affirmation of the 1954 Assembly’s stand.” 


Horace L. Vilee, Columbus, Miss., a 
member of the committee who opposed 
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MARION A. BOGGS 


By J. RANDOLPH TAYLOR 


T IS A momentous experience in the 

life of any church when the man and 
the moment meet. The opportunity for 
such an experience confronts this Gen- 
eral Assembly tonight. 

From Baltimore to El Paso, from 
Miami to Kansas City, we are living in 
an area in which we are experiencing 
spiritual growth and, at the same time, 
know the experience of cultural change 
and emerging new patterns of society. 
There is not a layman within the sound 
of my voice who has not considered this 
spiritual growth and this cultural change 
as it is reflected in the life of his com- 
munity. There is not a minister within 
this sanctuary who has not considered 
the cultural changes of our society in the 
light of his ministry. 

All of this emerging interest has found 
its exquisite setting in the city of Little 
Rock, where, before the bright lights of 
publicity and the view of the whole world, 
have been played out the issues which 
are before us. Knowing laymen in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, would tell you this night 
that there is in Little Rock the influence 
of the ministry of one man who stands 
as a symbol of reconciliation, a man by 
the name of Dr. Marion A. Boggs. He 
is a man whose name has been placed in 
nomination as the moderator of our Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


Experience 


As our moderator he would serve as a 
man of experience—the experience born 
of success in his pastorate and leadership 
in his denomination; but, more than that, 
the experience of disciplined integrity as 
he has served in a community which has 
been sorely troubled; the experience of 
a man who has been true to his prophetic 
insight and yet at the same time has not 
lost the vision of his pastoral responsi- 
bilities, and who has thus held his laymen 
to him, and together they have grown, so 
that the days of darkness are passed and 
new light emerges. There is many a man 


DR. TAYLOR of the Church of the Pilgrims, 
Washington, D. C., made this speech sup- 
porting the electicn of Dr. Boggs as mod- 
erator of the 100th General Assembly in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 





in Little Rock who would point to the 
single ministry of one man as the focal 
point of reconciliation in a community in 
crisis, and that man is Dr. Marion A. 
Boggs. 

As the moderator of this General As- 
sembly, he would serve not only as a 
man of experience, but as a man of 
stature, who himself has become within 
his city and beyond, the epitomized ex- 
pression of the role of reconciliation in 
which we in our church would serve and 
should serve in the light of our present 
day. The laymen of his church have 
served in the significant capacities which 
have brought light into a situation which 
was darkened. It has been an elder in 
his church who has served as the chair- 
man of the committee that reopened the 
schools; it has been an elder in his church 
who is serving as the new mayor, a man 
of strength who is helping the community 
to move forward again. This is a man 
who stands among us with the heightened 
stature of a pastor who has led his 
people through difficult days. As such he 
would serve us well as our moderator. 


The UN and Little Rock 


There is one more thing. He is also a 
man of symbolic significance. A visitor 
from Tunisia was in Washington recently 
and as we inquired of him concerning his 
interests and what he wished to see here, 
he said he wanted to see two places in 
our country: the first was New York, 
because it was the site of the United Na- 
tions; the second was Little Rock, for 
Little Rock has become a symbol. And 
just as the world has its symbol in Little 
Rock, you and I have a symbol, a symbol 
of the kind of ministry of reconciliation 
whereby we would obey the Pauline in- 
junction to “speak the truth in love.” 
This is a man who walks among us with 
depth of experience, with height of stat- 
ure and with breadth of symbolic sig- 
nificance. 

Therefore, I commend to you individ- 
ually for your support and your vote the 
name of Dr. Marion A. Boggs, and to all 
of us the privilege of electing him as our 
moderator. 








this action, said the Assembly had no 
right to tell trustees what to do. “We 
don’t need to remind the trustees; they 
know it. This is simply giving the news- 
papers something to agitate.” 

The moderator declared that this reso- 
lution was not intended to be mandatory 
any more than the original declaration. 

Charles E. Johnson, Durham, N. C., 
called the recommendation a “timely re- 
minder.’ He referred to the difficulty of 
having African students admitted at 
otherwise white colleges in this country. 
The irony of it, he said, is that we can 
offer African students a scholarship at 
the University of North Carolina and not 
at one of our Presbyterian schools. 

F. Alfred Mathes, Coral Gables, Fla., 
said he had always opposed the policy 
and principle being recommended here. 
Since the stand of the General Assembly 
in 1954 race relations have not improved 
but have worsened. This action seems to 
be checking up on the agencies and in- 
stitution and it implies that the Assem- 
bly expects compliance. He moved to 
delete (2) above. 


Urgent Need 

William H. Crane of the Belgian Con- 
go stressed the urgency of the situation in 
Africa in the training of leaders. He 
said we can send them to northern insti- 
tutions and to some secular institutions in 
the South. There are now more than 2,000 
African students in the Soviet Union and 
for many students the only chance they 
will have for a college or university edu- 
cation is in the Soviet Union. We are 
facing a crisis in leadership; now we are 
in a position to do something. The risks 
and dangers are recognized, but it is 
like a person in a burning house who 
knows that there are rattlesnakes in the 
vard. 

E. Frank Lothery, Hot Springs, Ark., 
asked Mr. Crane if teachers who are sent 
to Africa to teach missionary children 
mingle with the Africans or if the schools 
for these children are integrated ? 

Mr. Crane replied by saying that the 
problem is partially determined by lim- 
ited space and that up to the present there 
is no mixing. He said his own children, 
however, in the state schools in their city 
are in integrated situations. He expressed 
embarrassment at the situation in regard 
to the mission school and said there is 
hope that the policy may be changed. 

D. B. Walthall, Atlanta, Ga., said in- 
stitutions are not absolutely bound by 
General Assembly action. If we think 
the 1954 resolution was the mind of 
Christ as revealed to us, and if we think 
so today, this resolution is in order. 

Gary M Jones, Conroe, Texas, sup- 
ported the committee’s statement and said 
it is not our church that has led the 
wav on this matter. Even the 1954 As- 
sembly echoed what the Supreme Court 
had said. 
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The Mathes iriotioti to delete (2) was 
defeated 255-152. 

President Louis C. LaMotte of Pres- 
byterian Junior College said he is with 
one of the institutions that has not acted 
on this matter, but we ask you to have 
sympathy for us who are trying to move 
forward and to recognize the many adver- 
saries. He moved a slight amendment 
recognizing the difficulties institutions 
have found, calling for a clear reaffirma- 
tion of the 1954 action and urging a solu- 
tion of the problem “in harmony with 
the highest Christian ideals.” 

John H. Mueller, Durant, Okla, em- 
phasized the urgency of the times. It 
would be a disservice if we tone the state- 
ment down. The world is moving rapidly 
and the church should be in the van 
rather than at the rear. 


No Police Action 

J. Randolph Taylor of Washington, 
I). C., said no police action is implied. 
Chis is simply a reminder of the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s action. If there is severi- 
ty it is the severity of the facts. We need 
to remind ourselves of our general com- 
mitments and our specific acts. Potomac 
Presbytery’s action in submitting the 
overture was taken at the time when one 
of our institutions that is strongest and 
best able to meet this situation had taken 
an adverse action on this question. 

Gary M. Jones, Conroe, Texas, said 
we do speak, or seek to speak, the mind 
of Christ in the Assembly. Everyone of 
us does find something very uncomfort- 
able about the mind of Christ. He urged 
support of the committee’s recommenda- 
tion. 

The vote was taken and the amend- 
ment was rejected 208-178. 

Charles G. McClure, St. Petersburg, 
Fla., spoke with reference to the reception 
of African students at institutions in this 
country. He reminded the Assembly of 
the facilities at Stillman College where 
Negroes can be enrolled. He said it is 
‘Just not true to say that we have no 
place that foreign Negro students can 
go.”’ He said “the church at the grass- 
roots doesn’t believe that the General As- 
sembly of 1954 spoke the mind of Christ 
on this question. I don’t believe it did. 
It is easy to come here and vote things 
that the church doesn’t accept at the 
grassroots.” 

When the question was put the rec- 
ommendation of the committee was sus- 
tained in a voice vote. 


Florida Request Denied 

Florida Presbytery had requested the 
Assembly to submit the actions of pre- 
vious Assemblies in regard to desegrega- 
tion to the presbyteries for a vote to 
determine their views. The committee 
declined to do this, and was sustained by 
the Assembly, for the following reasons: 

“(1) This represents a departure from 
Presbyterian procedure which has _his- 
torically referred to the presbyteries only 


sich matters as cotistitutionaily require 
the advice and consent of the presbytery: 

“(2) Such a procedure would set a 
precedent for the referral of a wide va. 
riety of questions to the presbyteries, un- 
dercutting the unique role of the General 
Assembly and limiting its function to 
referral; and 

“(3) The Assembly, as a representative 
body, does represent the membership of 
the church as it seeks the mind of Christ 
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
It does not claim to reflect the ‘opinion’ 
of its members, but the will of God as it 
is revealed to us in common assembly.” 

Alfred Mathes called this recommen- 
dation inconsistent. The General Assem- 
bly, he said, is not the church, the mod- 
erator is the moderator of the General 
Assembly, not the moderator of the 
church. The mind of the General Assem- 
bly is clear. The vote is always about 
5-3 on this issue, which is a close vote 
on an important issue. A vote on the 
question in the presbyteries would un- 
doubtedly cause dissension and debate, 
but, he said, it is inconsistent with the 
action just taken where the Assembly is 
addressing itself to institutions on the 
synod and presbytery level. 

B. F. Hall said the inconsistencies 
which have just been mentioned are one 
of the glories of representative govern- 
ment [many Amens were heard]. This 
type of division of authority we must 
most zealously maintain. The General 
Assembly would not only be departing 
from its duty, but also would be failing 
to speak that mind as it is revealed here. 
We must resist the attack on our repre- 
sentative form of government. A voice 
vote brought approval of the committee 
recommendation. 


No Echo 


Marshall C. Dendy, Richmond, Va., 
said he wanted to correct something said 
earlier (by Gary M. Jones) that the 
Assembly was echoing the decision of the 
Supreme Court. He pointed out that the 
report in 1954 was prepared before the 
Supreme Court decision was given. (The 
report was prepared before the Supreme 
At the 
General Assembly which convened two 
weeks later the Assembly adopted an 
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additional paragraph supporting the 
principle involved in the Supreme Court 
decision related to desegregation of the 
schools. —Eds. ) 

Julian Lake, Winston-Salem, N. C., 
pastor, and a member of the permanent 
committee on Christian Relations, sug- 
gested that the Assembly authorize the 
committee to write two reports where there 
is a division of opinion. He said the 
committee is divided almost 50-50 on 
many issues. As long as the permanent 
committee feels that it must present a 
united report it cannot present a strong 
report on cither side of the question. 

Grayson L. Tucker, Jr., Louisville, 
Ky., opposed the suggestion, saying that 
the court must make its decision on the 
a creative compromise and the 
Assembly declined to authorize the two 
reports. 

(Action on a Roman Catholic nominee 
for president was reported later.) 





basis ot 


Inter-Church Relations 

Inter-Church Relations was reported 
by William H. Kadel, St. Petersburg, 
president of Florida Presbyterian Col- 
lege, who spoke on the committee’s work 
and said that the entire report, with the 
exception of the supplemental action re- 
ferred to at length on the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, was unanimous. 

Two overtures from Texas presbyteries 
called for immediate steps to be taken 
looking toward the development of a plan 
of union with the UPUSA church, par- 
ticularly in view of the one hundred years 
of division that will be marked next year 
and the centennial observances which are 
being planned. The committee and the 
Assembly responded unanimously in the 
negative, but with a positive look toward 
and encouragement of reunion in these 
terms: 

“(1) In this 100th year of the organi- 
zation of our church and with the ap- 
proaching centennial celebration of its 
founding. we are saddened that the divi- 
sion which came to our American Pres- 
byterian family with a divided nation 
100 years ago has not been healed, even 
though the nation has long since been 
made one. 

“(2) We reaffirm the hope and prayer 
often expressed by previous Assemblies 
for the greatest possible unity in our Pres- 
byterian family. 

“(3) We commend and encourage con- 
gregations, presbyteries, synods and agen- 
cies at all levels that are finding appro- 
priate ways and means to increase Pres- 
byterian cooperation and united efforts in 
their respective areas. 

“(4) At the Assembly level the commit- 
tee on Inter-Church Relations is instruct- 
ed to confer with the corresponding body 
in the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA and other Presbyterian bodies as to 
ways in which present tensions, where 
they exist, may be eased, where coopera- 
tion may be extended and made more 
fruitful, and to arrange, where advisable, 
for meetings of representatives of our 
boards and agencies for further explora- 
tion of ways and means of a greater 
united effort. 

“(5) In light of this foregoing course 
of action, overtures 9 and 10 are an- 
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swered in the negative, with the hope that 
through the experience of such coopera- 
tion we may be led more clearly toward 
the restoration of the household of our 
faith.” 


National Church 

UPUSA invitations to join in the sup- 
port of the UPUSA National church in 
Washington were unanimously declined, 
largely in support of Presbyterian, U. S., 
expressions in the Washington area in 
opposition to such a movement. However, 
the Assembly did say positively: 

“We do not deny the need for a com- 
mon Presbyterian witness in our nation’s 
capital, nor intend to disassociate our- 
selves from a strong witness there. In the 
event our sister churches should discover 
the advisability of creating a center geo- 
graphically and jurisdictionally inde- 
pendent of any local congregation, where 
the Presbyterian Alliance in America can 
advance the cause of Christ, we suggest 
that the permanent committee on Inter- 
Church Relations enter into conversations 
with the UPUSA church and such other 
communions as may be required, and 
bring definite recommendations before 
our General Assembly.” 

In declining the invitation, eight rea- 
sons had been listed by the committee, 
based on Potomac Presbytery (U.S.) 
recommendations, but it was considered 
advisable not to make these a specific 
part of the answer to the UPUSA invi- 
tation and the reasons were simply filed 
with the stated clerk. They include: 

1. The plan of a national church was 
resisted for more than one hundred years. 
In 1930 or later local churches took the 
name “National,” but with the exception 
of Episcopal situations these appeared 
to be only nominal. 

2. Creation and construction of a na- 
tional Presbyterian church is contrary to 
the nature and mission of the church, 
which nature and mission are to be ful- 
filled through service and not through 
status. A cathedral-type sanctuary with 


auxiliary buildings at an estimated cost 
of $20,000,000 raises the question: In 
what way can the spiritual needs of the 
Washington community be met by such 
concentration upon ecclesiastical _ pri- 
macy? In Washington as elsewhere the 
church fulfills its missions not through 
status, but through service. 

3. The use of such funds for the build- 
ing of one large Presbyterian church 
raises a question as to the most strategic 
and best use of these funds. 

4. It is important for the church to 
maintain the prophetic quality of its life 
and its voice and there is a possible con- 
flict between the desire to build a popu- 
lar, prominent church and the desire to 
sound a prophetic note of Christianity. 

5. A national Presbyterian church 
seems to be contrary to Presbyterian prin- 
ciple and policy. The representation of 
Presbyterianism in such a center should 
rather be in the unity and strength of the 
total witness of all of the Presbyterian 
churches in the area. 

6. A false image of Presbyterianism 
is now being created within the Washing- 
ton community and beyond by publicity 
emanating from the National Presbyte- 
rian Church. 

7. In the City of Washington the move- 
ment is not entirely popular even within 
Washington City (UPUSA) Presbytery 
and it is questionable whether the facili- 
ties proposed would be widely used by 
other Presbyterian churches if they are 
tied too closely to a particular congre- 
gation. 

8. There would be a danger in having 
a national Presbyterian church regarded 
as the representative of the Presbyterian 
churches in America, particularly when 
the minister and leadership of such a 
congregation is not chosen by the denom- 
ination, but by a congregation. It is 
possible that such leadership may em- 
barrass and discredit the Presbyterian 
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Church, which would have no way to 
correct the impression given to the coun- 
try. As such, its influence could be di- 
visive, rather than unitive. 

There was no discussion of this or any 
other part of the committee’s report on 
the floor of the Assembly and it, like the 
rest, was adopted unanimously. 

The Assembly approved a recommen- 
dation originating with the North Amer- 
ican Area Council of the World Pres- 
byterian Alliance and instructed the per- 
manent Nominating Committee to name 
nine members to compose a permanent 
Theological Committee for election by the 
1961 Assembly. 


National Council 

A resolution submitted by William L. 
Van Auken, Houston, Texas, calling for 
an investigation of charges of possible 
Communist relationships and other such 
matters in regard to the National Council 
of Churches and the Air Force manual 
was answered by the committee and the 
Assembly by reference to the church’s 
respresentatives on the National Council 
of Churches for their comments on the 
situation to be made to the next Assem- 
bly. 

An additional item had been given the 
committee on the day after it had com- 
pleted its work, based on a resolution 
offered by John R. Richardson, Atlanta, 
Ga. It asked for a committee of lawyers 
to study the constitutional validity of the 
church’s membership in the National 
Council of Churches. The Richardson 
resolution said that such an actual union 
with the Council should require a three- 
fourths vote of the presbyteries. 

There were only three negative votes 
in the committee on this issue and only a 
scattering handful in opposition on the 
floor of the Assembly when the Richard- 
son request was denied. The Assembly 
said “the National Council is clearly not 
an organic church body. When it pre- 
sents matters to the churches for their 
consideration it is not a church or de- 
nomination, but an association of de- 
nominations holding a common faith in 
Christ and sharing common goals and 
purposes.” 

The National Council, it said further, 
is not authorized, by its own admission, 
to speak for its member churches, but 
rather from time to time, to speak to them 
and to our society. “We feel that the 
Council's prophetic voice is very much 
needed in our day, but like any prophetic 
voice, it must be weighed and evaluated 
by the individual Christian conscience.” 

Statements in the Confession of Faith, 
it said, give Christians, both as individ- 
uals and in groups, “a mandate for 
speaking, in the spirit of the prophets, 
and in the spirit of our Lord, on any 
issues that concern the life of man under 
God.” 

Then in further support of the Coun- 
cil, it said: 

“The National Council of Churches is 
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who say that religion is a ‘personal’ mat- 
ter and it should not attempt to give 
group consideration to the application of 
the Christian gospel. But such procedure 
fails to permit one to test his own pra 
tices against the judgment and experience 
of others 

“The Protestant and Reformed position 
makes each individual responsible to God 
for his Christian practice, but that indi- 
vidual is a part of the Christian fellow- 
ship, the church. He may not accept, but 
he must pay attention to the considered 
judgment of fellow-Christians. ...” 


Dr. Parry indicated safeguards under 
which the National Council operates and 
the right provided for abstention or for 
the recording of opposition by church 
representatives. In regard to the recent 
Air Force manual episode and related 


he said: 


charges, 

“These accusations were pointed at the 
ministers of this great church along with 
those of other communions. Nothing has 
been designed to undermine the influence 
of the Christian churches and their lead- 
ers more than the irresponsible attacks of 
the last few weeks. 

“Be proud of the leaders of your church 
and the leaders of the other major church- 
es of America who demonstrated their 
‘oneness in Jesus Christ’ in opposing these 
slanderous attacks and in declaring with 
a united voice the fact that the Christian 
chureh is the greatest bulwark against 
Communism in the world today. 

“The voices of those individualists who 
would weaken the fellowship of the 
churches will be heard again. They live 
on dissension, but their voices will be 
less convincing because their generalities 
have been disproved by the united voice 
of the churches expressed through their 
cooperative agency, the National Council 
of Churches.” 

He referred to a leaflet dealing with 
the charges issued recently by the Na- 
tional Council entitled, The Truth About 
the Churches, the National Council of 
Churches, the Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible, and the Noisy Detractors. 
He also referred to the April 19 issue 
of the Congressional Record where more 
than 36 pages were devoted to the words 
of Congressmen in support of religious 
freedom and emphasizing the right to 
speak out on matters affecting all of life 
Again, he said: 


“Your representatives to the National 
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E&R SYNOD CALLS RELIGION 
NO PRESIDENTIAL ISSUE 


BURLINGTON, N.C. (RNS)—Race or 
religion of any candidate should not bar 
him from the U.S. Presidency, declared 
the Southern Synod of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church in a resolution 
adopted at its annual meeting here. 

“Inasmuch as the office of the Presi- 
dent of the United States is a represen- 
tative office in our land, no citizen should 
be denied nomination by a political party, 
or election to this office on grounds of 
race, religion or ethnic origin,” the reso- 
lution said. 





Council are joining with the leaders of 
other communions in striving to empha- 
size the depths of Christian commitment 
as essential for the salvation of both the 
individual and the world. It is this depth 
commitment that causes some to oppose 
the church today as they have done from 
the time of Christ on down through the 
ages. It is only when the Christian reli- 
gion begins to affect the totality of life 
that it meets opposition.” 

Earl Pleasant reported for RIAL (Re- 
ligion in American Life) which is sup- 
ported by 27 denominations in its pro- 
gram to encourage spiritual devotion in 
all Americans. He told of $9,000,000 of 
advertising contributed by publications 
annually and of the support of public 
relations firms. Since 1949, he said, more 
than $70,000,000 has been contributed 
in time, space, and various efforts. 

When opportunity was given for a dis- 
cussion of the supplemental report on 
Inter-Church Relations dealing with the 
National Council of Churches, the Mod- 
erator, hearing no call from the floor and 
with no one rising to speak, declared, “I 
am surprised!’’ When the vote was put 
the Nays that could be heard were esti- 
mated at less than a dozen. 


R. C. for President 

Neil O. Davis, chairman of the Chris- 
tian Relations Committee, then presented 
he committee’s unanimous report dealing 
with the McClure resolution offered 
earlier with reference to a Roman Catho- 
lic candidate for President. The report 
declared: 


+ 
t 


“Recommended: That the resolution 
concerning a Roman Catholic candidate 
for the presidency of the United States 
be answered in the negative for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 
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“1. That the General Assembly does not 
deem it appropriate to its function to 
endorse or condemn any individual can. 
didate for public office; 

“2. That we do not have a clear and 
consistent statement from the Roman 
Catholic church concerning the freedom 
of individual members’ conscience in deal- 
ing with matters of public policy; and 

“3. That such an expression as the reso. 
lution calls for would be misunderstood 
as religious prejudice or bigotry. 

“Further, that reaffirming the historic 
American position with respect to the 
separation of church and state, we en- 
courage all Presbyterians to exercise their 
responsible role as citizens to determine 
the basic issues in any compaign, recog- 
nizing that the candidates’ personal faith 
in God, their integrity, and their positions 
concerning public policy are more im- 
portant than their denominational or 
party affiliation.” 

Robert G. Balnicky, Union, S. C., op- 
posed the committee report, declaring that 
he had grown up in the Roman Catholic 
Church and had been in the Presbyterian 
Church since his twenty-first birthday. 
This report, he said, provides the greatest 
disappointment experienced since that 
time. The RC church now exercises tol- 
erance in this country because it is the 
minority. John Calvin, he said, would 
know how to vote. Vote with John Cal- 
vin. 

Robert G. Camenisch, missionary to 
Brazil, insisted that a vote on the pro- 
posed resolution would be misinterpreted. 
He proposed that the Board of Christian 
Education be asked to provide a series 
of studies on the Roman Catholic church, 
but this was not approved. 

Charles E. Johnson, Durham, N. C., 
said he also had grown up in the Roman 
Catholic church and that the sort of sen- 
timent expressed in the McClure reso- 
lution which the committee had turned 
down had kept him in the Roman Cath- 
olic church as long as it did. To adopt 
a statement like that, he said, would be 
misinterpreted as bigotry and would ac- 
complish nothing. The committee’s an- 
swer affirms what we want to affirm. It 
does not lash out and get bitter. 

The Assembly adopted the statement 
by a voice vote. 


Christian Education 

C. Eric Mount, Cape Girardeau, Mo., 
gave the Christian education report, 
which was sustained by the Assembly 
with no discussion or objet tion. A Florida 
Presbytery overture seeking a new quar- 
terly arrangement for the publication of 
teaching materials was answered in the 
negative; Meridian Presbytery’s request 
for a companion volume to the Hymn- 

(Continued, page 15) 


GOWNS 


CHOIR - PULPIT % 
STOLES - HANGINGS 3 
THE C. E. WARD CO. 


NEW LONDON, OHIO 









THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





on 
to 


fol 


he 


an 
pr 


cil 
no 
pr 
hi 
bu 
m: 


ot 
ta 


ul 


th 


5 not 
n to 
can- 


and 
Man 
dom 
deal- 
id 
reso- 
stood 


toric 
the 

> en- 
their 
mine 
ecog- 
faith 
tions 
im- 
or 


, Op- 
that 
holic 
rian 
\day. 
atest 
that 
; tol- 
s the 
‘ould 
Cal- 


‘vy to 

pro- 
eted. 
stian 
eries 
urch, 


Cc. 
yman 
sen- 
reso- 
irned 
‘ath- 
idopt 
ld be 
d ac- 
; an- 


a. 


ment 


Mo., 
port, 
mbly 
orida 
quar- 
on of 
n the 
quest 
yvmn- 








,OOK 





RICH TOWARD GOD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for May 29, 1960 
Matthew 6:19-21, 24-34 


What is the order of our priorities? 
What do we put first in life, what second 
and what third? In other words, what 
is there for which, if necessary, we would 
sacrifice everything else? In Matthew 
6:19-34 Jesus urges us to seek above 
all else God’s kingdom and his righteous- 


ness. 


|. Above Worldly Treasure, Matt. 

6:19-24 

What does Jesus mean when he says, 
“Do not lav up for yourselves treasures 
on earth’’? He does not mean that we are 
to make no provision for our old age or 
for our children, not even that we are to 
avoid all accumulation of wealth. “This 
he never condemned,” says David Smith. 

“On the contrary, he represented it as 
a sacred trust and commended the good 
and faithful servant who diligently im- 
proved it (cf. Matt. 25:14-30). And his 
own earthly experience shows how pre- 
cious an opportunity it affords; for did he 
not owe his daily bread to the kindness of 
prosperous disciples who ‘ministered unto 
him of their substance’ (cf. Luke 8:3)? 
It is a Christian duty to be ‘diligent in 
business’ that not only may we ‘owe no 
man anything’ but be able to ‘succor 
others in their need.’” (From Commen- 
tary on the Four Gospels, p. 120). 

When Jesus tells us not to lay up treas- 
ures on earth, he forbids us to set our 
hearts on them, to accumulate them for 
their own sake, to make them the end of 
life, to use them selfishly, forgetting our 
obligations to others. ‘‘What he con- 
demns is not riches, but trust in riches; 
not money, but the love of money.” Our 
real treasure must be not on earth, but 
in heaven. 

But how can we lay up treasures in 
heaven? Jesus gives us no indication here, 
but there are other verses which make 
it clear. See, for example, Luke 12:33- 
34; Matt. 19:21; Luke 16:9; 1 Tim. 
6:17-19. This last passage makes it evi- 
dent that we lay up treasures in heaven 
not only when we bestow alms, but also 
when we do good; not only when we give 
money, but also when we give our serv- 
ices. Some have money to give, others 
have talents, professional skill, business 
ability, or scholarly aptitudes. It is not 
the size of the gift that counts, but the 
spirit. 

Why should we lay up treasures in 
heaven instead of treasures on earth? 
Jesus gives us four reasons. 

First, earthly treasure is transient. 
Some of it perishes (moth, rust); or it 
passes out of our hands (thieves, or it 
may be the stock market); in the end we 
leave it all behind. Heavenly treasures 
on the other hand are permanent; we 
enjoy them in this life and through all 
eternity. This is the first reason. Our 
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earthly treasures are transient; it is fool- 
ish, then, to accumulate wealth here and 
to make no provision for the vears of 
eternity. 

Second, earthly treasure steals our 
heart, for “where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.’ In Jewish psy- 
chology the heart was not only the seat 
of the emotions, but also that of the in- 
tellect and the will. One’s treasure en- 
grosses his affections, commands his 
thoughts, and determines his purpose. If 
a man lives for money, or for wealth, it 
affects his whole inner life. 

“His aim is to add to it. his anxiety is 
that it might disappear; all his hopes and 
fears, ambitions and doubts, are concen- 
trated on it. This means that the thing 
steals the man’s very soul, and he is no 
longer able to concentrate on that which 
should absorb him—God and his kingdom. 
Instead of lifting his heart to heaven, 
he has buried it with his savings.” (From 
Theodore H. Robinson, The Gospel of Mat- 
thew, p. 55.) 

As Maclaren comments, “Where your 
treasure is, there will vour whole self 
one day be.” 

Third, earthly treasure blinds our vi- 
sion. Jesus uses here a physical fact to 
illustrate a moral trait. First, the phys- 
ical fact. The eve is the lamp of the 
body. If it is sound (Goodspeed), if it 
focuses properly, then our whole body 
in full of light, i.e., we have clear and 
accurate vision. If it is unsound, dis- 
eased, blinded, or improperly focuses, if 
it sees doubly (two objects where there 
should be one), then we walk more or 
less uncertainly, we are walking in the 
darkness, darkness which of course may 
be more or less complete. What Jesus 
means to say is this: If we recognize that 
God’s kingdom and his righteousness are 
the highest moral values in life, then 
we have clear moral vision, we can dis- 
tinguish between good and evil, we are 
walking in the light. On the other hand, 
if our real treasure is on earth, then feel- 
ing, emotions, intellect, will, are all af- 
fected; our moral vision is impaired, our 
moral judgments are distorted, conscience 
is no longer a safe guide, we are walking 
in the darkness. This truth is abun- 
dantly illustrated in life. If a man puts 
money first, there is no crime on earth 
which he will not commit. The lower 
tvpe of criminal commits arson, robbery, 
murder. The higher type of criminal 
resorts to fraud, chicanery, and deceit. 
Unscrupulous businessmen make false 
claims in their advertisements, adulterate 
their goods, cheat their own government 
—even in time of war, when men’s lives 
are at stake. None of us is altogether 
exempt. It is an unfortunate fact that no 
one of us can see clearly where his own 


economic interests are involved. Long 
ago the prophet Amos pointed out that 
there are rich and powerful men who 
“know not how to do right” (3:10). Even 
good men and good women rationalize 
their conduct and justify the practices of 
the group or class to which they belong. 
They can drive daily through the city 
and see the miserable dwellings, the liv- 
ing conditions of the poor; they can pass 
through a depression which deprives ten 
million men of the means of a livelihood 
in their own country and helps to plunge 
the world into chaos, and never question 
the economic policy which promotes their 
own immediate prosperity and dooms 
others to hopeless poverty. Not even the 
sound of thunder on the horizon, the 
voices of multitudes of men demanding 
better conditions of life, overthrowing 
traditional forms of government, and sur- 
rendering cherished and hard-won liber- 
ties, arouse them from their moral and 
spiritual complacency. One of the most 
disturbing things that come to a student 
of church history is the way in which 
again and again in the moral judgments 
of the church—its leaders and its people 
—have been warped by the economic in- 
terests of the individuals who compose 
the church. 

According to Jesus we judge clearly, as 
individuals and a group, only when we 
seek first God’s kingdom and his right- 
eousness. 

Fourth, it is impossible to serve God 
and mammon. Pitirim A. Sorokin in The 
Crisis of Our Age finds here the tragedy 
of our modern civilization: 

“Investing all his energies in the con- 
trol of nature, sensate man achieved a 
conspicuous degree of success. But in this 
process he lost his self-control. Becoming 
—like a child toying with a bomb—in- 
fatuated with the physical forces at his 
disposal, in an access of madness he di- 
rected them against himself and his own 
achievements. In his eagerness to serve 
mammon he forgot to serve God, and he 
now pays the tragic price of his folly!” 
(p. 240) 

In Jesus’ day, mammon was a morally 
neutral term and meant wealth or riches 
or money. Jesus says we must put either 
God or mammon first. One must be sub- 
ordinate to the other, because they make 
opposing claims on our lives. Here is 
a way by which we can make more 
money, but it is not a way which God can 
approve. What are we going to do about 
it? Here is a cause which needs finan- 
cial assistance. God would like for us 
to help, but we have other uses for our 
money—what are we going to do about 
it? No man can serve God and money, 
for both claim the whole man. We must 
choose, therefore, which we will serve, 
which we are going to put first. 

But though we cannot serve God and 
money, we can serve God with money. 
One of the best ways in which a man 
with business talents can serve God is 
to make money, to make it honestly and 
fairly, paving wages which are equitable, 
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to make it in a business that helps hu- 
manity, and then to use his money for the 
good of mankind and for the glory of 


God. 


ll. Above Worldly Anxiety, Matt. 

6:25-32 

In the King James Version we read, 
“Take no thought for your life, what 
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink.” 
This injunction is repeated in verse 31, 
“Take no thought, saying, What shall 
we eat, or what shall we drink,’ and 
again in verse 34, ‘Take no thought for 
the morrow. When we read these 
words we need to remember that in 
Shakespeare’s day, when the King James 
Version was translated, “take no thought” 
meant “take no anxious thought.’”’ The 
rsv therefore brings out the exact mean- 
ing of the Greek original and of the 
original King James sense when it trans- 
lates “Be not anxious about your life,” 
and again “Be not anxious about tomor- 
row.” <Anv intelligent man will give 
thought and very careful thought to pro- 
viding for his family’s material needs, 
and to planning for the days which lie 
ahead in this area and that. But if he 
is wise he will not worry about his bread 
and butter, or about what the morrow 
may bring forth. 

Why are we not to worry. Jesus gives 
three reasons: 

1. Because worry ts unnecessary, 6 :25- 
26, 28-30. God gave us life. It stands 
to reason that he will sustain us with 
the food and the clothing that we abso- 
lutely need. “Look at the wild birds; 
they sow not, they reap not, they gather 
nothing in granaries, and vet vour heav 
enlv Father feeds them Look how 
the lilies of the field grow; thev neither 
toil nor spin, and vet, T tell vou, even 
Solomon in all his grandeur was never 
robed like one of them” (Moffatt). If 
God feeds the birds he will feed us; if 
he clothes the lily, he will also clothe us 

Superficially it might seem that Jesus 
teaches that our food and clothing will 
come without effort on our part. But this 
is to misunderstand the figure. As a 
matter of fact, few men have to work as 
hard for their living as do the sparrows 
Thev spend most of their time looking 
for something to eat. But thev don’t seem 
to worry about it. They appear carefree 
and happy, and everv now and then they 
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pause and pour out their heart in song. 

You do not have to worry about your 
livelihood, says Jesus. God, who pro- 
vides an opportunity for the birds to 
secure their food, will also provide an 
opportunity for you. Is this always true? 
No, not always, in our day. There are 
children today who are undernourished, 
and for whom no food is available. But 
the words are generally true. Most of 
our worries are unnecessary. 

2. Because worry is unavailing, 6:27. 
No one of us by worrying about it can 
add one inch to his stature (KJ) or one 
day to his life (rsv). One can add days 
and even years to his life by taking care- 
ful thought about his diet and by accept- 
ing the proper medical care. But worry 
is the enemy of clear thought. It does 
not help us to reach a reasonable solution 
of our problem, whatever it may be. Kirk- 
patrick and Huertner in an authoritative 
book on The Fundamentals of Health 
say, “The worst enemy of efficiency as 
well as the best ally of nervousness is 
worry.” And so it is. Jesus pointed out 
that anxiety is unavailing. We have 
learned today that it is positively harm- 
ful. 

3. Because worry in a Christian is un- 
becoming, 6:31-32. It is natural for a 
pagan to worry, says Jesus; but for a 
Christian to worry betrays a subtle lack 
of confidence in God. It indicates that 
in this respect at least we are but little 
better than the pagans. 

“Do not be anxious about vour life, 
what you shall eat or what you shall 
drink, nor about your body what you 
shall put on. . . Do not be anxious about 
tomorrow. ... But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness. . . .” 

The fact that we are to seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness 
implies clearly enough that we are to 
seek food and raiment and the other 
necessities of life. Jesus does not even 
imply otherwise. But something else in 
the scale of values comes first. “Seek 
first.... °° We must seek food and shel- 
ter for ourselves and for our loved ones, 
but we are to seek first God’s kingdom 
and his righteousness. God’s kingdom is 
his reign over individuals and over society 
in this life as well as in the life to come. 
His righteousness is the righteousness set 
forth by Jesus in the Sermon on the 
Mount and elsewhere. It includes the 
Golden Rule (Matt. 7:12) and the two 
great commandments which sum up all 
of God’s requirements (Matt. 22:37-40). 
It is to this kingdom and this righteous- 
ness that we are to give the priority. 

“Seek first his kingdom and his right- 
eousness, and all these things shall be 
vours as well.” What things? Food, 
drink, clothing, shelter—the necessities 
of life, that is obvious. But to whom is 
the promise given? It is generally as- 
sumed that the promise is given to each 
of us individually (and it does indeed 
tend to be true for each one as an indi- 


vidual), but the Greek makes it clear, 
as the English does not, that Jesus was 
speaking to his disciples as a whole. If 
you followers of mine, said Jesus, will 
seek first God’s kingdom and his right- 
eousness, then all the things which you 
need will be yours as well. 

These words take on new meaning in 
the present day. Scientists tell us that 
in the present century we have turned 
from an economy of scarcity to an econ- 
omy of abundance. In simplest terms this 
means that for the first time in human 
history we are actually able to grow 
more food and produce more goods than 
people require for the basic necessities 
of life. With the growth of automation 
and the increasing use of atomic power 
for constructive ends, this will be even 
more true in the years to come. 

In an economy of scarcity poverty, ig- 
norance, disease, and war were inevita- 
ble; but they are not inevitable, at least 
to the same degree, in an economy of 
abundance. 

This means that the role of the Chris- 
tian citizen must change. We have the 
same gospel, but it now has a different 
emphasis. In an economy of scarcity, 
when there was not enough food and not 
enough goods to satisfy men’s needs, 
it was natural and perhaps inevitable 
that churchmen should stress resignation 
on the part of the poor and charity on 
the part of the rich. It is not surprising 
that many pictured life as a dreary pil- 
grimage and promised men “pie in the 
sky by and by.” 

There will always be need for resig- 
nation and, no doubt, for charity. The 
church will always need to remind men 
that life is a pilgrimage and that they 
must look forward to a city whose build- 
er and maker is God. But in an economy 
of abundance there should be a different 
emphasis: not charity, but justice; not 
resignation, but a crusade to obtain se- 
curity and economic opportunity for our- 
selves and others. As Jesus puts it, “Seek 
first God’s kingdom and his righteous- 
ness and all these things shall be yours 
as well.” The gospel of Jesus Christ 
is good news for the poor, among other 
things, because it calls men to this high 
endeavor and because it leads to this 
final end. 

Why should we seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness? For our 
own self-interest, if for nothing else. 
Multitudes of the world’s distressed will 
continue to look to Communism for relief 
until they recognize that the followers of 
Jesus are more concerned, and more in- 
telligently concerned, about their material 
needs than are the followers of Karl 
Marx. 

But there is a higher motive. It is that 
so long as anyone is in need, Christ is 
in need; so long as anyone is bound, he 
is not free. “As you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren,” said he, “‘you 
did it to me” (Matt. 25:40). 
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ASSEMBLY REPORT 
(Continued from page 12) 
book was referred to the Board; tribute 
was paid R. Matthew Lynn, whose nine- 
year tenure on the Board has come to an 
end, the last five years of which he has 
been its chairman. 

In making a presentation on behalf 
of the Board, Dr. Lynn stressed the dedi- 
cated work of the Board’s 220 staff mem- 
bers. He said, ‘The church is working 
these staff members literally to death.” 
In regard to denominational acceptance 
of its literature, he said 95% of the 
churches in the denomination use it and 
that 97°C of the students in the Sunday 
schools are taught by it. The Layman’s 
Bible Commentary is meeting with wide- 
spread acceptance with more than 75,000 
copies having been printed so far. 

C. Grier Davis, new president of Mon- 
treat, stressed plans being made to op- 
erate the conference center on a year- 
round basis. He said, “When the Gen- 
eral Assembly asked for full control of 
Montreat, I am sure it wished also to 
assume full responsibility for Montreat.” 
Before 1950, he said, the General Assem- 
bly had no share in the institution. Since 
that time it has received a gift of 6,000 
acres plus the Montreat buildings, esti- 
mated in value at between three and four 
million dollars. He estimated the cost 
of present needs at $2,500,000. The con- 
vocation at Montreat on August 14 when 
the president will be installed will fea- 
ture addresses by seven former Assembly 
moderators on “The Mission of the 
Church Today.” 

Anne Myers, of Jackson, Miss., mod- 
erator of the Assembly’s Youth Council 
and a senior at Southwestern at Memphis, 
spoke to the Assembly on behalf of its 
150,000 voung people. 


FEDERATED FACULTY TO BE 
DISSOLVED IN CHICAGO 


CHICAGO (RNS) — Chancellor Law- 
rence A. Kimpton of the University of 
Chicago, announced here the dissolution 
of its Federated Theological Faculty, ef- 
fective May 1, 1963, at the request of 
three of the four cooperating seminaries. 

Withdrawing from the federation were 
the University of Chicago Divinity School 
(American Baptist), Disciples Divinity 
House, and Meadville Theological School 
(Unitarian). The other member of the 
federation was the Chicago Theological 
Seminary (Congregational Christian). 

Officials of the four institutions said 
they would seek to establish a new set of 
working relationships with the univer- 
sity for educating ministers and religious 
scholars. 

Since 1943 the four schools have had 
a federated faculty and have been ad- 
ministered by a cabinet of their four 
chief executives, with separate governing 
boards and internal administrative staffs. 
In 1953 the federation articles were re- 
written. 
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Hunter B. Blakely presented Robert 
Bluford, Jr., Gaffney, S. C., who had 
just been named director of Campus 
Christian Life for the Board, and James 
O. Speed, Jr., Alexander City, Ala., who 
will be in charge of the program of re- 
cruiting for church vocations. 

John C. Neville, Alexandria, La., at- 
tempted to add a resolution to the Chris- 
tian Education report requiring the Board 
to publish ‘‘only those materials that are 
in line with the Westminster Confession 
of Faith.” He said he had not presented 
the resolution earlier because he had 
found the objectionable book in the As- 
sembly bookstore. (He later identified the 
volume privately as The Westminster 
Confession for Today, by George S. Hen- 
dry, professor of systematic theoolgy at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. Mr. 
Neville said his attention had been called 
to the book by the attack made upon it in 
a recent issue of The Presbyterian Jour- 
nal.) His motion was tabled by the As- 
sembly. 


Church Extension 

The church extension report was pre- 
sented by Arthur V. Boand, Dallas, Tex- 
as, with emphasis upon the approaching 
centennial vear and the evangelistic Mis- 
sion to the Nation, beginning with caval- 
cades which are to visit 87 strategic cities 
October 3-14. 

The Board chairman, Ben L. Rose, 
and its executive secretarv, P. D. Miller, 
spoke to the Assembly on phases of the 
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program. Dr. Miller emphasized the net 
growth in the church’s membership: 
250,000 (35%) in the past decade. The 
average size of congregations, he said, 
increased from 181 to 220 (21%). In 
the 520 weeks of the decade, 563 church- 
es were organized. The 100,000 mem- 
bers in these churches would compose the 
fourth largest synod. They now contribute 
$10,000,000 a year. 

In the General Assembly as a whole 
Sunday school enrollment averages 84 
per 100 church members, while in these 
new churches it averages 110 per 100 
members. Dr. Miller said the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U. S., is probably the fastest 
growing old-line denomination in Amer- 
ica. 

Well ahead of its docket, the Assembly 
recessed, looking toward completion of 
its work that evening. 

(Concluded, with editorial comments, 

next week.) 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

J. Watt Jeffries, Knoxville, Tenn., will 
undertake the development of a new work 
at Williamsport, Md., for the Presbytery 
of Winchester (Va.) effective June 1. 

C. D. Murphy from Foster Falls, Va., to 
the East Belmont, N. C., church. 

George E. Nickels from Greenville, N. 
C., to 11237 S. Wentworth, Chicago 28, Ill. 

James E. Bearss from Cooleemee, N. C., 
to assistant pastor, First church, Burling- 
ton, N. C. 

W. H. Cheatham, formerly of the Cum 
berland Presbyterian Church, has _ be- 
come minister of the First church, Rusk, 
Texas. 

Thurman B. Levacy, Winnsboro, Texas, 
has been called to the Hyde Park church, 
Denison, Texas. 








United Presbyterian, USA 

Ralph E. Kipp from Indianapolis, Ind., 
to associate pastor, First church, Kirk 
wood, Mo 

C. F. Mathias from York, Pa., to the 
First church, West Chester, Pa., June 1. 

George D. Godfrey from Biloxi, Miss.., 
to Staff Chaplain’s office, 4082nd STRAT 
WG, APO 677, New York. 

J. Willard Acheson from Cuyahoga 
Fallls, Ohio, to 149 Maple St., New Wil- 
mington, Pa. . 

Donald F. DeRolf from 
N. Y., to 163 Wendover Ave., 
N. Y. 

D. S. Vance from 
202 Payne-Shoemaker 


Hempstead, 
Buffalo 23, 


Phoenix, 
Bldg., 


Ariz,, to 
Harrisburg, 


Pa., May 24. 

Keith A. Mitchell, who has been asso- 
ciate pastor of Trinity church, Spring 
Valley, Calif., has become pastor of that 
church. 

Leslie Vaningen from Kansas City, 
Kans., to 108 E. Church St., Oxford, Ohio. 

David McMartin from Redding, Calif., 
to the Community Presbyterian church. 
Three Rivers, Calif. 

Russell R. Lester from Keota, Iowa, to 
Alexis, Il. 


DCEs 

Mrs. Raymond Carter, formerly of the 
Harvey Browne church, Louisville, Ky., 
has become director of Christian educa- 
tion for Louisville Presbytery. 


\ four-year coeducational college of 
liberal arts and sciences on a beautiful 
campus within sight of the Great 
Smokies. Fully accredited, moderate 
with substantial reduction 
sible under nationally-known Student 
Help Program. Related to the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

Majors in Fine Arts, Humanities, 


cost, pos- 


- MARYVILLE COLLEGE, Founded 1819 


One of America’s Better Small Colleges 


Address: President Ralph W. Lloyd 
Box C, Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 


Nell H. Wilson, Owensboro, Ky., wil} 
become director of Christian education 
in the Tabb Street church, Petersburg, 
Va., June 1. 


JAYCEE AWARD 

Lloyd A. Peterson of the First church, 
Albert Lea, Minn., who mediated the 108- 
day nationwide meat packing strike 
against Wilson & Co., received a special 
citation from the Minneapolis Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. Dr. Peterson wag 
cited for promoting good labor-manage 
ment relations. The award to the Presby- 
terian minister was the first ever given 
by the Chamber’s labor-management com- 
mittee to a person whose _ professional] 
career is outside industrial relations. 


Fine Arts Center 


Education, Business Administration, 
Sciences, Pre-professional training for 
law, medicine, ministry, ete. 

Students from 35 states and several 
foreign countries in student body of 
about eight hundred. Intercollegiate 
athletics for all. Conveniently located, 
served by five major airlines, 
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A fully accredited, co-edu- 
cational, church related insti- 
tution of higher learning 
which emphasizes the liberal 
arts as the heart of every stu- 
dent’s course of study. 

Distinctive programs un- 
der the guidance of a superior 
faculty are offered in the Col- 
lege of Liberal Arts, the 
School of Business and In- 
dustry, and the School of 
Music. 

For further information, 
write: Office of Admissions, 
Millikin University, Decatur, 


Illinois. 
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